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SJSU and city 
scrap plans for
South Campus 
soccer fi elds
As a 21-year-old gay man in Wis-
consin, Clark Williams never foresaw 
himself gett ing married.
“I would have never thought in a 
million years that I would get mar-
ried,” said Williams, who married 
James Moore during the months 
that gay marriage was legal in Cali-
fornia. “It’s unbelievable how far we 
have come.”
At Wednesday night’s No on 
Prop. 8 forum, hosted by the Dem-
ocratic Caucus of SJSU, Williams, 
along with panelists Sally Lieber 
and Melinda Jackson, assured the 40 
students in att endance that gay mar-
riage will be legal in California in the 
near future.
Th e yes vote on Proposition 8 
banned gay marriage in California.
“I think this was more of the bat-
tle than the war,” said Lieber, an out-
going Democratic assemblywoman 
from Mountain View. “So if it doesn’t 
get dealt with by the courts, I think 
the next time it is on the ballot, it’s 
going to be pushed over the line.”
Lieber said the last few years
 have seen a lot more support for
 gay marriage.
“It was just a few years ago when 
there was Prop. 22, which said 
‘Should marriage be restricted?’ and 
that passed with close to two-thirds,” 
Lieber said. “Th is narrowly passed 
by about 54 percent. Th at’s an enor-
mous amount of social movement in 
just a few years.”
Williams, the vice chair of the 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgen-
der Caucus of the Democratic Party, 
said he did not want to get out of bed 
when Proposition 8 was passed.
“For gays and lesbians, it felt al-
Rarely do students think about the 
life of an empty bott le they casually 
throw in the blue recycling bins scat-
tered around campus. Unbeknownst 
to them, their trash is the prize in an 
ongoing war between scavengers and 
the university.
Mariano Hernandez
Mariano Hernandez has perfected 
the art of collecting recyclables. At age 
72, he begins each day at 9 a.m., when 
he arrives onto campus with his empty 
shopping cart.
As he waits patiently for students to 
fi nish their morning coff ee, he circles the 
campus, stopping to root through trash 
and recycling bins to collect the alumi-
num, glass and plastic bott les and cans.
At 10 a.m., his day starts to pick up. 
Students move on from sipping coff ee 
to guzzling bott les of water and cans of 
soda. If it’s a hot day, Hernandez is hope-
ful he will fi nd even more recyclables.
“Right now, I haven’t collected a 
lot,” Hernandez said through a Spanish 
translator as he pointed to a half-full 
shopping cart. “I’ve seen a lot of peo-
ple who collect from the bins. Most of 
them are women and children.”
Hernandez estimated that he makes 
$20 to $40 a day from the recycling he 
collects, which he said isn’t much.
Th e California Refund Value is fi ve to 
10 cents per can or bott le. 
“Right now, I don’t consider myself 
homeless because the government gives 
me a Social Security check, which pays 
for the room where I sleep,” he said.
Hernandez, who said he started col-
lecting recyclables seven years ago, con-
cludes his day when it gets dark.
“I come here to the university be-
cause there are so many students,” 
Hernandez said. “Th e students know 
me here. Th ey even give me donations. 
… I appreciate it.”
When the semester is over, Hernan-
dez is forced to move his operation to 
the streets, where he doesn’t make as 
much money. 
“I collect mostly here at the univer-
sity, but when students go on vacation, 
I’m usually collecting recyclables on 
the streets.”
Hernandez said he was born in the 
town of Agua Prieta, Sonora, Mexico. 
He said he crossed over the U.S.-Mex-
ican border illegally and found a job as 
a fi eld worker in Arizona.
Aft er he changed his paperwork to 
become a legal U.S. citizen, he left 
Arizona to move to California in 
1978, he said.
“I was gett ing too old,” he said. 
“I couldn’t do what I used to do 
when I was younger. Plus, I wasn’t 
No way, San Jose — SJSU and the 
city recently came to a mutual agree-
ment not to jointly develop a sports 
fi eld complex on south campus. 
Th e unrealized collaboration could 
have built four artifi cial-turf, lighted 
soccer fi elds on the parcel east of Spar-
tan Stadium where Bud Winter Field 
now sits. 
“Th e idea was that the facility would 
have been shared,” said Pat Lopes Har-
ris, SJSU media relations specialist. 
“San Jose State would have provided 
the land, and the city would have pro-
vided the funding to build.” 
With the exception of the existing 
tennis courts, the entire area bounded 
by 10th Street, Senter Road, Alma 
Avenue and Humboldt Street was to 
be committ ed by the university to be-
come a dual-use community/student 
recreation and practice area. 
Funding for the project was planned 
to come from the Measure P parks 
bond that was passed in 2000. 
Lopes Harris said the decision 
stemmed from uncertainty that the 
university could share the facilities and 
still provide the access that NCAA ath-
letes, club sports and intramural sports 
might need. 
“We weren’t able to come to an 
agreement with the city on how to ful-
fi ll the needs of our student-athletes,” 
she said. “We have to put the students 
and the student athletes fi rst and make 
sure they’re taken care of, and we 
weren’t able to fi gure out exactly how 
to do that.” 
Cynthia Bojorquez, deputy director 
for Parks, Recreation, and Neighbor-
hood Services for the city, said that on 
the other hand, San Jose had to assure 
that the complex would be suffi  ciently 
open to residents. 
“Th e bott om line is that we were pro-
posing to invest a substantial amount 
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Panelists reassure listeners of future for gay marriage
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Mariano Hernandez, 72, a San Jose 
resident from Agua Prieta, Sonora, Mexico, picks up recyclables near 
Dudley Moorhead Hall on Nov. 13. Hernandez spends 10 hours 
every day scavenging for empty plastic bottles and aluminum cans to 
supplement his income. He makes $40 on a good day.
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Santa Clara University senior John 
Bryant blocks SJSU senior DaShawn Wright on Wednesday night.
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Down 59-56, the Spartans had 
one last chance to tie up the game. 
Senior forward Tim Pierce shot a 
buzzer-beating 3-pointer that didn’t 
connect.
Th e SJSU men’s basketball team 
fell short against Santa Clara Univer-
sity by three points on Wednesday 
night at the Event Center in a last-
second thriller in which both teams 
seesawed the lead numerous times.
Th e Spartans (2-3) had several 
opportunities to win in the fi nal min-
utes but couldn’t capitalize. 
With 1:07 remaining in regula-
tion, the Spartans were down 56-54 
and Pierce decided to go for a three 
that would have put SJSU up by 
one point. 
Pierce was knocked to the ground 
while airballing and no foul was 
called. 
With 30 seconds remaining, the 
Spartans grabbed a rebound off  a 
Bronco shot. Senior forward DeVon-
te Th omas was fouled and sent to the 
line for two shots. 
Th omas hit the fi rst and missed 
the second, leaving the Spartans 
behind 56-55 with 26.2 seconds re-
maining. Th e Broncos grabbed the 
board and called a timeout.
MATTHEW KIMEL
Staff Writer
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One man’s trash, another’s treasure
Annett e Nellen, an account-
ing and fi nance professor, said 
fi ndings from a campus study 
said students “thought they 
would be more challenged” at 
SJSU than they currently are.
Amy D’Andrade, an assistant 
professor of social work, said 
the SJSU study is mindboggling 
because her students oft en com-
plain of being too challenged.
“I think I’ve been lowering 
my bar,” she said. “I’m teaching 
graduate students and they’re 
like, ‘We need a study guide.’ 
Th ey just want everything so 
laid out for them. So that’s why 
I was surprised to hear they’re 
not challenged.”
Professors and faculty gath-
ered Wednesday to tackle the 
questions: What does it mean 
to be educated? Is it percents 
and lett ers or does it go beyond 
grades, academic challenge, stu-
dent willingness and compre-
hension of the subject to deter-
mine an educated student?
Wednesday’s discussion 
was part of a series of informal 
forums titled “Campus Dia-
logue.” Th ese meetings, which 
began in 2003, work as an outlet 
for educators to meet and dis-
cuss concerns and issues about 
SJSU students.
Among some of the issues 
discussed were how to increase 
student motivation, how to 
transition new students into col-
lege level studies, the necessity 
of students fully understanding 
course subject matt er and the 
role of academic challenge and 
student engagement.
“At the core of it is the ques-
tion of what is an educated per-
son.” said Mary Fran Breiling, 
interim associate director for 
the Center for Faculty Develop-
ment. “What we have been doing 
is meeting to discuss what does 
that mean in terms of the cur-
riculum that might be off ered.”
Jackie Snell, the director 
of assessment, said that in at-
tempts to assure students are 
qualifi ed graduates, the school 
has discussed implementing 
academic plans, one of which is 
similar to President Bush’s No 
Child Left  Behind Act of 2001, 
an eff ort to improve academic 
performance.
Snell said there hasn’t been 
much discussion about imple-
menting a similar plan because 
SJSU and accreditation agencies 
want to develop their own aca-
demic plans that would give the 
college more freedom in decid-
ing what students should learn.
Nellen said expectations of 
challenge among students are 
tough to obtain because students 
expect to be challenged more 
upon entering a university, but 
when they’re not, they assume 
they won’t be challenged for the 
rest of their college career.
“Are we sett ing the bar low 
that fi rst year, and then from 
that point on that’s what they ex-
pect?” she said. “Th e challenge 
for us when looking at fi rst-year 
students is that while they’re ex-
pecting to be challenged more, 
are they ready to be challenged 
more? So we see that they’re 
not ready, so we lower the bar, 
then at the same time we’re 
lowering their expectations for 
the future.”
Snell said accrediting agen-
cies are looking at assessment 
tests to determine the effi  ciency 
of the faculty.
“Assessment is really look-
ing at ‘What are our students 
learning?’ not ‘What is faculty 
teaching?’” she said. “We’ve 
been scrambling to get that in 
place on this campus.”
According to the National 
Survey of Student Engagement, 
which studies student behavior 
and campus characteristics, stu-
dents are more engaged when 
presented with a higher level 
of academic challenge. Th e
study further found that stu-
dents who are engaged are more 
likely to succeed.
Th e survey also said that 
while students are more engaged 
when they’re challenged, but 
meeting att endees addressed 
the diffi  culty of engaging stu-
dents through challenging them 
because the amount of challenge 
needed varies per student.
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Neat Ideas Fair
An annual forum to promote 
creativity and entrepreneurship at 
SJSU by generating and highlight-
ing “Neat” business ideas. Open 
to anyone affi liated with SJSU.
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. in the Student 
Union, Barrett Ballroom.
Contact Anuradha Basu at 
924-3593 or 
basu_a@cob.sjsu.edu
Overcoming Stress
There are things we can do to 
manage our stressors and to use 
them to help us succeed. Discover 
some helpful coping techniques 
and fi nd a little bit of peace.
12:30 to 1:30 p.m. in Clark Hall, 
room 118.
Contact Veronica Mendoza at 
veronica.mendoza@sjsu.edu
SOLES Potluck
Celebrate the end of the semester 
with a potluck dinner.
6:30 p.m. in the Student Union, 
Almaden Room.
Contact Jesus Gonzalez at 
sonec_831@yahoo.com
Like to Sing, Dance 
or Act?
Express your talent at Pilipino 
Culture Night.
7 p.m. in the University Theater.
Contact Diane Quintos at 
(760) 579-8431 
or dianesquintos@yahoo.com
Aerobicthon
An annual event featuring differ-
ent types of aerobics, including 
cardio hip-hop, kickboxing, Zumba 
and Bollywood aerobics. Admis-
sion is $5.
4 p.m. in Spartan Complex 
Central, room 44.
Contact Carol Sullivan at 
924-3022 or 
csullivan@kin.sjsu.edu
E-Waste Recycling
Bring all your obsolete and broken 
offi ce and home entertainment 
equipment to be safely recycled 
and kept out of our landfi lls. Pro-
ceeds to benefi t the Santa Clara 
County Recycling Center.
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Business 
Tower Parking Lot on 10th Street. 
For more information, call 
(800) 533-8414.
E-Waste Recycling
Bring all your obsolete and broken 
offi ce and home entertainment 
equipment to be safely recycled 
and kept out of our landfi lls. Pro-
ceeds to benefi t the Santa Clara 
County Recycling Center.
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Business 
Tower Parking Lot on 10th Street. 
For more information, call 
(800) 533-8414.
SPARTAGUIDE
Sparta Guide is provided free of charge to students, faculty and staff members. The deadline for entries is noon, three working days 
before the desired publication date. Space restrictions may require editing of submission. Entries are printed in the order in which they 
are received. Submit entries online at thespartandaily.com or in writing at DBH 209.
04 TODAY
05 FRIDAY
06 SATURDAY
07 SUNDAY
EVENTS CALENDAR
of money into the university,” 
she said. “When you do so, you 
have a reasonable expectation 
from the community perspective 
that you will have a certain level 
of community access.” 
Th e proposed complex was 
only a portion of the South Cam-
pus Area Plan, which also includes 
Municipal Stadium, Kelley Park 
and the old Story Road landfi ll. 
Bojorquez emphasized that this 
was just one part of the proposed 
collaboration and that the two 
parties were still on good terms. 
“Th e partnership continues,” 
she said. “We still have a joint 
planning process for the South 
Campus. We continue to have 
dialogue and we will continue to 
work together. What is not going 
forward is our initial concept for 
the fi eld complex.” 
Dean White, the head coach 
of the San Jose State Spartans 
Rugby club, which uses the area 
where the planned upgrades 
were to take place said that im-
proved facilities would make 
the team bett er. While disap-
pointed, he said he still remains 
optimistic that fi eld conditions 
would continue to improve. 
“If there is ever an opportuni-
ty for San Jose State rugby to get 
its own dedicated fi eld, it’s a fact 
that it will pay off  in spades. I’m 
not holding my breath, but I’ve 
got my fi ngers crossed.” 
Bojorquez boiled down the is-
sue that kept the sides from agree-
ing into one word – fl exibility. 
“It’s sort of incompatible in 
terms of their needing to have 
fl exibility to adapt to changes, 
and our need to say, ‘we made an 
investment, we need a return on 
that investment.’” 
                        Flexibility key in scrapping of soccer fi eld 
plan; joint planning agreement still in place, offi cial says
SOUTH
Faculty assesses effectiveness of methods of instruction at discussion
CORINNE SPECKERT
Staff Writer
Some SJSU students may not 
know about the National Honor 
Society Phi Kappa Phi. 
Autumn Roseberry, a se-
nior psychology major, plans to 
change that. 
Th is November, she was ap-
pointed to be the fi rst student 
vice president to sit on the ex-
ecutive board to represent the 
organization. 
Her fi rst priority as student 
vice president, she said, is to 
make the honor society well 
known on campus.
“I want to do more outreach,” 
Roseberry said. “A lot of students 
don’t know about Phi Kappa Phi, 
even though it’s one of the most 
prestigious honor societies. I 
plan do more advertising for it 
and get more memberships.”
Along with marketing the 
honor society on campus 
through tabling and advertising, 
Roseberry’s position includes 
redesigning the SJSU Phi Kappa 
Phi Web site to make it more 
visible, and planning the induc-
tion ceremony for new initiates 
this spring.
Aft er att ending her fi rst 
meeting as student vice presi-
dent on Nov. 18, Roseberry is 
already in the process of pairing 
up with the SJSU Study Abroad 
Offi  ce to inform students about 
the 50 study abroad grants, 
each valued at $1,000, that Phi 
Kappa Phi are now off ering to 
eligible students.
To recruit for the new stu-
dent vice president position, 
a message was sent out to all 
Spring 2008 initiates who were 
enrolled in classes for this 
Fall semester.
Th e Phi Kappa Phi Executive 
Board, made up of SJSU pro-
fessors, selected a student vice 
president from the seven quali-
fi ed students who applied for 
the position.
Th e executive board was 
looking for a student who had 
been involved in several ac-
tivities and had shown strong 
leadership ability, said chapter 
president and history professor 
Gus Lease.
Each student was asked to sub-
mit a statement of intent, explain-
ing why they wanted to hold the 
position, and include a resume.
Susan McClory, a mathemat-
ics professor at SJSU and the sec-
retary for the Phi Kappa Phi Ex-
ecutive Board, wrote in an e-mail 
that it was not an easy choice.
“We had many good candi-
dates, but her excellent academ-
ic record, as well as her extra-
curricular activities, helped us 
to make our decision,” McClory 
wrote in the e-mail.
Lease was equally impressed 
with Roseberry’s qualifi cations.
“Her resume was well orga-
nized and she wrote so beauti-
fully,” Lease said. “And then the 
activities she’s been involved in — 
she’s done an awful lot of things.”
Roseberry will hold the po-
sition of student vice president 
with Phi Kappa Phi until she 
graduates in Fall 2009.
Th e honor society was 
founded in 1897, and now has 
306 chapters across the coun-
try with a list of commend-
able alumni, including Hillary 
Clinton and Jimmy Carter.
Phi Kappa Phi invites the top 
7.5 percent of seniors and the 
top 10 percent of juniors based 
on cumulative grade point av-
erages, from all majors, to join 
the society. Th is would mean 
a grade point average of 3.5 or 
higher for seniors and 3.65 or 
higher for juniors.
Th e group membership al-
lows students to “be honored 
for excellent work in academic 
studies,” Lease said. “Th e orga-
nization recognizes wonderful 
scholastic achievement.”
Last spring, the honor so-
ciety had the privilege of ini-
tiating 460 SJSU students, the 
largest initiated group since Phi 
Kappa Phi was chartered on this 
campus in 1954, Lease said.
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most as if their names were on 
the ballot,” Williams said. “It was 
deeply personal. It was like my 
name was on the ballot, and I was 
rejected by the community.”
A large part of the discussion 
was devoted to reasons why the 
No on Proposition 8 campaign 
was defeated.
Melinda Jackson, an SJSU 
political science professor, said 
that while polls before the elec-
tion did not favor the proposi-
tion, undecided voters did.
“Th e last-minute trend tended 
to all go in one direction, and that 
was the yes side,” Jackson said.
Williams said that days be-
fore the election a robocall 
from Barack Obama was sent 
out to homes, saying he op-
posed gay marriage.
Th e statement was taken to-
tally out of context, Williams 
said, but was “very eff ective” for 
the yes side.
Jackson said an important rea-
son for those who voted yes on 
Proposition 8 was the idea of mar-
riage as a religious institution.
“An exit poll showed that 65 
percent of voters agreed the in-
stitution of traditional marriage 
between a man and a woman 
is one of the cornerstones of 
the Judeo-Christian heritage,”
 Jackson said.
According to the San Fran-
cisco Chronicle, San Francisco 
Archbishop George Niederauer, 
a supporter of Proposition 8, 
wrote, “Catholic bishops, spe-
cifi cally, also have a responsibil-
ity to teach the faith, and our be-
liefs about marriage and family 
are part of this faith.”
Williams said that not hav-
ing marriage recognized leads to 
unfair taxes.
“We are paying $7,000 more 
in federal taxes because we can 
not legally marry,” he said.
Students attending the fo-
rum, which was held in the 
Constanoan Room at the Stu-
dent Union, said the speakers 
were informative.
“I think it was instructive,” 
said Stasiu Nabozny, a senior 
political science major. “I am 
happy with how many people 
showed up.”
Erica Schaefer, the vice presi-
dent of communications for the 
Democratic Caucus and a junior 
public relations major, said she 
enjoyed the panel.
“Everyone was really in-
volved,” she said. “Th ey ob-
viously informed us on the 
issues.”
Schaefer, who also moder-
ated the event, said there will 
be more Proposition 8 meet-
ings next semester.
“Th e fi rst half of the se-
mester, we will be working 
on matt ers with the recall 
campaign, and we offi  cially 
endorse no on the recall,” she 
said, referring to the recall that 
would revoke the California Su-
preme Court judges who voted 
to make gay marriage legal. 
“From there we will just be get-
ting back to our roots from the 
Democratic Party, just gett ing 
back to our community.”
Andrae Macapinlac, the pres-
ident of the Democratic Caucus 
and a senior political science 
major, said no one should have 
their rights taken away.
“Even with the passage of 
Prop. 8, you still see the opposi-
tion really active,” he said. “Th is 
is the fi rst time we have put 
discrimination into the ballot 
of California, and we being the 
progressive state that we sup-
posedly are, we should be fi ght-
ing for it, not against it.”
                        Panelist: ‘It was like my name was on the ballot, and I was rejected by the community’PROP 8
Publicity is goal for honor society student VP
CHRISSY RAMONEDA
Staff Writer
Faculty, staff sell handmade art in Student Union
Th e ground fl oor of the Student 
Union was transformed into a ba-
zaar Wednesday as the 14th annual 
Artique show, featuring the artistic 
talents of SJSU staff , started.
“Th e event was organized ini-
tially to allow staff  to display their 
interests, whether they were sell-
ing it or not,” said Phyllis Naka-
mura, the administrative support 
coordinator in the psychology 
department who coordinated 
the event this year.
Nakamura said the event is 
focused on the work of staff  and 
faculty but is not necessarily lim-
ited to their work. She said that to 
avoid empty tables, students and 
even relatives of SJSU staff  may put 
their art on display.
Some of the items for sale in-
clude jewelry, crocheted and knit-
ted clothing, textiles, candles, pot-
tery, potpourri, calligraphy and 
ornaments.
“It is a way to get very unusual 
gift s for reasonable prices,” said 
Ann Kalinowski, a lecturer in 
marketing and decision sciences 
who has been participating in the 
Artique for several years. “Th ere 
is nothing that is particularly 
expensive.”
She also said that she likes one-
on-one selling, so she can know 
where her handmade pieces go.
“I could destroy the pots, but 
they are like my kids,” she said.
Nakamura said that at one 
point the event was so large that 
it stretched into Barrett  Ballroom. 
Now, though, the event is small 
enough to fi t on the main fl oor of 
the Student Union.
Refreshments were provided 
by the Student Union, with the 
vendors providing free cookies to 
all who att end as well as door priz-
es, Nakamura said.
Tina Le, a staff  member in the 
College of Science, said she has 
been helping out with the event 
for several years.
She said she exposes her fam-
ily and friends to the event each 
year. Th is year, she introduced 
a nonprofi t organization called 
“Aid to Children Without Par-
ents,” which she is a member of, 
to the event to help further the 
organization’s cause.
Linh Tonnu, a volunteer from 
the organization, said she is taking 
part in the event for the fi rst time 
this year.
“I am very lucky to be here,” 
she said. “I want to give back to the 
society and this is the time that I 
think I can give back. I want to give 
the American dream to people — 
especially the underprivileged.”
Th e organization’s members 
are all volunteers and all the fund-
ing and donations are given to 
children without parents, she said.
When the organization brings 
in children, it helps sponsor them 
from beginning to end, and goes 
as far as providing them with a col-
lege education.
Th e nonprofi t organization 
sells items that were either donated 
or made by special needs children, 
she said.
“Th ere are things (students) 
can buy for their Christmas or Ha-
nukkah,” Nakamura said. “Th ere 
are things that are low cost that 
students can aff ord, and that’s the 
whole point.”
She said that some of her stuff  
sells as low as 50 cents.
Artique will also be held today 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
SELMA SKOKIC
Staff Writer
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Broncos gallop away with victory
Th e Broncos were fouled on 
the inbound pass by sophomore 
guard Justin Graham, and Bron-
co freshman guard Kevin Foster 
was sent to the line as the Spar-
tans were already over their team 
foul limit. 
Foster made one-of-two giv-
ing the Broncos a 57-55 lead. 
Graham was fouled driving 
to the basket by Foster with just 
11.5 seconds remaining.
Graham hit the fi rst foul shot 
and Santa Clara called a tim-
eout.He missed the second shot 
and the Spartans immediately 
fouled the Broncos to send them 
to the line. 
Sophomore forward Ben 
Dowdell missed the foul shot, 
but the rebound was tipped in 
by senior center John Bryant for 
the bucket. 
Bronco head coach Kerry 
Keating said senior guard Calvin 
Johnson’s 3-pointer with 4:23 re-
maining was the turning point in 
the game. 
Th e score slashed a four-point 
lead by the Spartans to just one.
“It gave us a lot of confi dence 
and gave us the energy we need-
ed,” he said.
Santa Clara (3-4) shot 43.4 
percent on fi eld goals, 33.3 per-
cent on 3-pointers and 71.4 per-
cent on free-throws, each one 
bett er than the Spartans. 
“No matt er how poorly you’re 
shooting the ball or how many 
times you may turn it over, if you 
defend and you rebound, you’re 
going to have a chance to win 
any game you play,” Keating said. 
SJSU head coach George 
Nessman said he didn’t think 
very much of his team’s shot per-
centages.
“We didn’t make many shots,” 
he said. “I was more concerned 
with the free throws.”
Th e Spartans made only 
15-27 from the line, while the 
Broncos scored on 10-14 de-
spite SJSU Athletics deciding to 
throw out T-shirts when Santa 
Clara missed a foul shot — an 
idea to inspire fans to get rowdy 
to distract the Broncos during 
their foul shots. 
Pierce led the Spartans with 
18 points. 
He was 7-17 shooting, while 
making just two of nine 3-point-
ers.
Th e Broncos outrebounded 
the Spartans 45-35 and Bryant 
had 21 alone. Playing 34 of 40 
minutes, Bryant also recorded 
20 points, the fi rst time since 
1991 that any Bronco recorded 
20 points and 20 rebounds in a 
single game. 
“I just wanted it,” Bryant said 
of his 21 boards. “Coach is always 
telling us that rebounding is just 
eff ort. We don’t have that much 
rebounding on our team and 
they rely on me. I went out there 
with the mentality that I was go-
ing to get every rebound.”
Nessman said Bryant deliv-
ered big for the Broncos.
“John gets so much out of his 
ability,” he said. “He’s physical, 
he’s tough and he makes plays.”
Aft er two scoreless min-
utes fi lled with missed layups, 
3-pointers and jump shots, 
Pierce drilled a 3-point basket to 
give the Spartans a 3-0 advantage 
in the fi rst half. 
Th e Broncos didn’t score 
their fi rst bucket of the game 
until more than four minutes 
had passed. 
Th e Spartans held the lead 
throughout most of the fi rst half, 
but fell apart late as the Broncos 
went on a 9-2 run to end the half 
and took a 27-25 lead aft er the 
Spartans once led 23-18. 
Both teams exchanged bas-
kets several times in the opening 
minutes of the second half, and 
the Spartans were able to come 
within one point, 40-39, aft er 
a Pierce drive to the net drew 
a foul as the ball fell through 
the hoop. 
Pierce missed the foul shot, 
however, which would have 
tied the game with 12:41 remain-
ing.
On the next possession, 
Pierce was bumped by a Bronc
defender and fell to the ground. 
Dowdell picked up the loose ball 
and took it straight to the hoop, 
giving the Broncos a 42-39 lead. 
Th e Spartans came within 
a single point once again when 
Pierce scored aft er grabbing a re-
bound to narrow the score to 46-
45 with just under nine minutes 
remaining.
Junior forward C.J. Webster 
hit a foul shot to tie the score at 
46 and made his next one to give 
the Spartans their fi rst lead of the 
second half. 
Bronco sophomore guard 
Mike Santos followed with a 
missed 3-pointer and the Spar-
tans took the rebound for a fast 
break, while managing to get 
fouled on the way to the basket. 
DaShawn Wright hit one of 
two foul shots and the Spartans 
took a 48-46 lead. 
Pierce then swooshed a fade-
away jumper to give the Spartans 
a four-point lead with about sev-
en minutes remaining.
Bryant scored a turnaround 
baseline jumper with 5:24 left  to 
close the Spartan lead to 52-48, 
and the Broncos took a timeout. 
Th e Broncos grabbed a 54-
52 lead aft er a Spartan pass was 
intercepted by Foster and taken 
all the way down the court for 
a basket. 
With 2:56 remaining, Wright 
hit two foul shots and the score 
was even at 54.
Bryant sunk a jumper while 
drawing a foul as he fell to the 
ground with 1:25 on the clock. 
Bryant missed the shot, but the 
Broncos still led 56-54 and they 
never lost the lead.
“Th ey played with more pur-
pose in the closing minutes of 
the game,” Nessman said.
DeVonte Thomas attempts
a crucial free throw that would have tied the game.
JAMES JEFFREY / Contributing Photographer
Lance Olivier (left) and 
C.J. Webster watch a loose ball go out of bounds.
JAMES JEFFREY / Contributing Photographer
HOOPS
“They played 
with more 
purpose 
in the closing 
minutes of 
the game.”
GEORGE NESSMAN
SJSU men’s basketball coach
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making much.”
When Hernandez moved 
to California, he said he found 
work as a janitor. He has since 
retired, and he and his wife live 
in San Jose. He said he hardly 
sees his grown children, who live 
in Salinas.
“Th ey do come to visit, but 
they have their problems and they 
have to deal with their own lives,” 
Hernandez said. “But they are 
good kids. I say this because I’m 
their father.”
Despite spending every day on 
campus, Hernandez said he doesn’t 
have problems with the police.
He said the police offi  cers 
tell him to be careful not to cut 
himself on broken bott les and to 
contact University Police Depart-
ment if he sees or hears something 
suspicious in the bins.
“Th is,” Hernandez said as he 
gestured to his cart of recyclables, 
“I do not advise students to do. 
Th ey should just study. Keep their 
opportunities open. Work hard.”
‘Juan’
When “Juan,” a 50-year-old 
man whose name has been re-
placed by an alias, is hungry, he 
walks to SJSU. He roots through 
the trash in the hopes of fi nding a 
half-eaten piece of pizza or a dis-
carded sandwich.  
He said he has visited the cam-
pus since he was 18 years old.
“I come out here because our 
owner is so strict at the boarding 
care home I live at because I’m a 
mental case, a nut,” he said.
Juan said he was diagnosed with 
schizophrenia at the age of 17. 
Schizophrenia is a medical ill-
ness resulting in distorted thoughts 
and hallucinations. It can cause 
feelings of fright and paranoia, ac-
cording to the National Institute of 
Mental Health’s Web site.
“I used to go around the street 
waving handkerchiefs, putt ing 
toilet paper on trees. (My family) 
took me into the nuthouse.”
Juan said his brother and his 
mother took him to the hospital 
aft er his eyes started to twitch un-
controllably when he was 18.
“(My mother) grabbed me 
by the legs and tied me up by the 
legs and arms and took me to the 
psycho ward.”
Juan said he stayed in the hos-
pital, where he was diagnosed, for 
two weeks before he was released. 
Now, Juan calls home a board-
ing house on 10th Street where he 
has lived for almost two decades.
“Th e administrator at the 
house, he gives me $2 to $3 a day 
and a pack of cigarett es. My mom 
brings me over money and clothes 
once a month, but not all the time 
I have money.”
Juan said the boarding home 
feeds him, but not enough.
“When I get hungry, I have to 
eat. I can’t stand it,” he said. “I can’t 
stand the pain of hunger. So I come 
out here and look at the garbage. I 
have no choice.”
Juan said he isn’t embarrassed 
about going through the trash. 
He just doesn’t want to feel like he 
bothers students on campus. 
“Sometimes when you wan-
der in a place and you’re looking 
around and you got no money, 
they think you’re doing something 
wrong,” Juan said. “So what I do 
most of the time is just come out, 
and then I have a  conversation 
with someone in the college — 
we have a cigarett e or a cup of cof-
fee or a soda, whatever it is.”
Juan said that because of his 
illness, he doesn’t have a job. 
He said that when he was 13 he 
dropped out of school to work in 
the orchards of San Jose picking 
seasonal fruits. 
He eventually got his GED 
when he was 18 and found a job 
as a janitor. 
Now he said he spends his days 
at his home, talking with friends 
and visiting campus.
Michelle
Michelle, a slender, middle-
aged woman with a thick accent, 
visits SJSU twice a day, in the 
morning and in the evening, to 
collect recyclables from the bins 
on campus.
She said she was laid off  and 
likes to exercise while collecting 
recyclables to combat the eff ects 
of her diabetes.
She said she would get $2 for 
her half-fi lled garbage bag.
“Some people very mean,” Mi-
chelle said. “Th ey’re mean because 
we are poor. We cannot fi nd a job, 
so we go around to make a litt le bit 
money so we can buy food.”
Michelle said she is frightened 
when people tell her they are going 
to call the police if she doesn’t stop 
taking the recyclables.
“White people say, ‘No, no 
stealing. We’re calling the police,’” 
Michelle said. “It make me scared, 
so I go away.”
But that doesn’t deter Michelle 
for long.
“I see somebody take from blue 
bin,” Michelle said as she points to 
the blue recycling bins found on 
campus. “I take.”
The University’s Role
Th e San Jose Conservation 
Corp, the organization respon-
sible for collecting the recyclables 
on campus, uses the revenue from 
cans and bott les to pay for its in-
terns to att end college.
Last year, the Conserva-
tion Corp collected 4.3 tons of 
recyclables.
Terri Ramirez, the recycling 
and moving services specialist 
at the facilities development and 
operations offi  ce, estimated the 
group would collect 85 to 86 tons 
of cans and bott les a year if people 
didn’t scavenge them.
Th is translates into 80 tons of 
recyclables that the Conservation 
Corp couldn’t use to pay for its in-
terns to att end school.
Regina Garcia, director of re-
cycling at the Conservation Corp, 
said there isn’t enough money to 
purchase secure recycling bins de-
signed to deter scavengers. 
“Th e scavengers oft en leave a 
big mess,” Ramirez said. “Th ey of-
ten throw what they don’t want on 
the ground fl oors inside the build-
ings or around the recycling bins 
… which means even more work 
for the interns to clean.”
Sgt. Mike Santos of the Uni-
versity Police Department said it 
technically isn’t a crime if someone 
takes less than $50 worth of recy-
clables from the blue bins.
“If it’s one or two soda cans, 
we conduct a fi eld interview and 
let them know it’s not allowed,” 
Santos said.
Santos said that if a scavenger 
stole between $50 and $400 worth 
of recyclables, the person could be 
cited for pett y theft .
Back to Hernandez
At 7 p.m., Hernandez stops 
looking for recyclables. He has 
spent the past 10 hours digging 
through every trash can and recy-
cling bin he could fi nd.
On a good day, his shopping 
cart of plastic and glass treasures 
would get him $40.
On a bad day, no more than a 
few dollars.
But Hernandez doesn’t have 
much time to dwell on this. In
 a few short hours he’ll be back to 
start the cycle over again.
Conservation Corp loses out when scavengers steal
Bottles and cans collected by 
Mariano Hernandez at SJSU’s main campus on Nov. 13. 
CARLOS A. MORENO  / Spartan Daily
SCAVENGER
*Carlos A. Moreno translat-
ed the interview with Mariano 
Hernandez.
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More than a decade.
Th at’s how long it took James 
Chin, a martial artist who works 
for Spartan Shops, to get promot-
ed to black belt. 
But the black belt he earned 
through the years of hard train-
ing now sleeps somewhere in his 
closet with his other “general kung 
fu memorabilia.”
“In this modern day and age, 
a black belt doesn’t mean any-
thing,” Chin said. “Black belts 
hold up my pants. You can go buy 
one for $4.95. (Martial arts) is 
what’s in your heart, how much 
time commitment you put into 
your training.”
IT RUNS IN THE FAMILY
Chin, who is not a student, is 
a martial artist with more than 
35 years of kung fu training expe-
rience, specializing in northern 
Shaolin long fi st, swai jiao and tai 
chi chuan. 
Gong Chen, an activity coor-
dinator at SJSU’s kinesiology de-
partment and a tai chi instructor, 
wrote in an e-mail that Chin is a 
well-known fi gure in the fi eld of 
Chinese martial arts in this area. 
“He has a very positive att itude 
toward Chinese martial arts and 
tai chi and he has been promoting 
both on campus and in the com-
munity,” Chen said. 
Chin is a martial artist who 
holds a seventh-degree black belt, 
but he’s not the typical Chinese 
master depicted in Hollywood 
movies — characters who are as 
hard as fl int and wooden.
“He is an easygoing person and 
students feel comfortable work-
ing with him,” Chen said. “He is 
willing to take his time to help 
other people.”
Born in New York City, Chin 
grew up in a martial arts family. 
He had a great uncle who was a 
martial artist. His father’s brother 
was a bodyguard for former Presi-
dent of Taiwan Chiang Kai-shek, 
Chin said.
Being exposed to martial arts 
culture at a young age, there was 
no doubt that he wanted to learn 
one of the important elements 
that defi nes the Chinese culture.
“I’m prett y much a fourth-gen-
eration martial artist,” Chin said. “I 
was prett y fortunate in that I grew 
into a family that had a martial arts 
background.”  
LEARNING TO TEACH
Although Chin said he realized 
that he wanted to learn martial 
arts, he didn’t start learning until 
he was 18 years old. His top prior-
ity, he said, was always education.
 He fi rst started training north-
ern Shaolin long fi st kung fu in 
New York, where he learned tradi-
tional martial arts breathing, med-
itation and fi ghting techniques.
In Chinese culture, masters in-
troduce good students to another 
master to further their martial arts 
skills, he said. 
Following that tradition, a 
Shaolin master referred him to 
Grand Master Jeng Hsing Ping, 
who taught swai jiao. Swai jiao 
is a form of martial arts that is 
taught exclusively for self-defense 
purposes in police academies in 
Taiwan for both offi  cers and ci-
vilians. It encompasses throwing, 
kicking, striking and joint-locking 
techniques.
All students att ending the po-
lice school must get a black belt 
before they graduate or stay until 
they can. 
“My training with him was 
quite eventful,” Chin said. 
He trained three times a week 
while att ending other martial arts 
lessons.
“Sundays were from 10 o’clock 
in the morning to four in the af-
ternoon,” Chin said. “No breaks 
except when we had to go to bath-
room or drink some water.”
During those six hours, he said 
he did throwing and combat fi ght-
ing, one hour for joint locking and 
one hour for whatever he liked to 
work on. 
“(Martial arts) is not the power, 
speed or showing off ,” Chin said. 
“People train their minds — that’s 
what martial arts does.”
In 1986, he founded his own 
kung fu academy in New York. In 
the late ’90s, he moved to Cali-
fornia, where he continues teach-
ing martial arts to this day. He has 
his own academy in Pleasant Hill, 
where he teaches three styles of 
kung fu to his students between 5 
and 58 years old.
David Yee, one of Chin’s stu-
dents, who mainly studies Shaolin, 
said Chin is a big infl uence in his 
martial arts philosophy. 
“Sifu Chin is very diff erent 
from kung fu masters, at least I’ve 
seen or known,” he said. “A lot of 
martial arts schools these days 
… quite frankly, it’s business,” 
Yee said. 
But Chin has an att itude that 
“I’m not here just to teach (martial 
arts) as business. I want to pass on 
the arts, pass on these traditions.”
Yee said it is important for Chi-
nese culture that Chin practices 
and teaches traditional martial 
arts, instead of wushu, which is 
more of a performance-oriented 
kung fu.
“I see that Sifu Chin is very 
valuable to the culture because 
he’s preserving traditional kung 
fu,” he added.
Chin doesn’t believe in charging 
people for teaching martial arts. 
“In good conscience, I 
don’t feel it’s appropriate to 
charge people $100 or more a 
month,” Chin said. “If you want 
to learn from my culture, I’ll 
teach you.”
TAI CHI CHUNG
He has been off ering tai chi 
chuan class, yang style 24 form, 
twice a week to all SJSU Cam-
pus Village residents as well as 
housing faculty and staff  free 
of charge from Oct. 30 to Dec. 
18. Yang style is a simplifi ed 
taijiquan. 
“Tai chi is an element of kung 
fu,” Chin said. “Most people learn-
ing tai chi now don’t understand 
that it’s martial arts. Th ey think it’s 
an exercise for health.”
In Chinese culture, tai chi was 
originally developed as a mar-
tial art, not as a sport or health 
exercise.
“(People) learn tai chi for 
health, which is fi ne,” he said. “But 
if you learn tai chi for health, you 
are still missing a part of it.” 
He exemplifi ed a similarity in 
people learning all of the alphabet, 
but not knowing how to form a 
word using lett ers. 
“It’s like someone taught you 
the alphabets, all 26 lett ers in a 
right order, which is great,” he said. 
“But can you form words?”
As a tai chi instructor, the fi rst 
thing he asks new students is their 
purpose of learning tai chi because 
he doesn’t want to waste either 
their time or his, Chin said.
“If you want to learn the exer-
cise, I’ll teach the movement. If 
you want (to learn) for health, I’ll 
teach breathing and meditation. 
If you want to learn for martial 
art, I’ll teach you how to fi ght,” 
he said. 
Tai chi has an application of 
self-defense techniques, as part of 
kung fu. But does it have a practi-
cality in terms of hostile situation?
“It’s the matt er of how you play 
it,” he said. “Tai Chi has a blend of … 
long-range kicking and close-range 
elbow and grappling range.”
Th e other important element in 
tai chi is reputation, Chin said. Th e 
general American public may be fa-
miliar with the scene of old people 
practicing tai chi to slow-tempo Chi-
nese music early in the morning.
“People look at (tai chi) and say, 
‘Oh, yeah, it’s just movements for old 
people,’” Chin said. “But I’m telling 
you, if you approach some of these 
people, they’ll kick the crap out 
of you.” 
He trains his students all in one 
group, which is one of his philoso-
phies in teaching to provide practi-
cality to self-defense skills of tai chi 
that students are learning. 
“In the streets, bad guys are old, 
all genders and all nationalities, 
right?” he asked. “Why would you 
want to train the teenagers with only 
the teenagers? Bad people (could) 
be big people or they could be 
litt le kids.”
MARTIAL ARTS COMES SECOND
Chin has a day job. He is the 
assistant director of corporate 
safety and risk management for 
Spartan Shops. 
From a time commitment and 
monetary standpoint, he doesn’t 
think choosing tai chi as his profes-
sion is realistic and practical.  To 
him, he teaches martial arts be-
cause it would pass on Chinese 
culture to all nationalities and to 
all generations.  
“It’s part of my heart and my 
family,” Chin said.
RIE NAKANISHI
Staff Writer
Martial artist fi ghts for Chinese culture
James Chin, a martial artist, practices one 
of the Yang style 24 form tai chi chuan 
movements at the RAC-C inside Campus 
Building B on Nov. 25.
CHRIS CURRY / Spartan Daily
“(Martial arts) is not 
the power, speed or 
showing off. People train 
their mind  — that’s 
what martial arts does.”
JAMES CHIN
martial artist
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With their third release, their 
fi rst available in the United 
States, the Canadian rock band 
Wintersleep ventures into more 
production-heavy territory than 
on their fi rst two, which dis-
played the group’s knack for con-
veying a distinct emotion with-
out sacrifi cing a respectable level 
of musicianship.
Th at trademark emotional 
fl air shines through on the lat-
est release, “Welcome to the 
Night Sky,” as rich, punchy 
tunes set a near-perfect scene for 
vocalist Paul Murphy to do 
his thing, something compa-
rable to the style of Death Cab 
For Cutie vocalist Benjamin 
Gibbard, although slightly more 
boisterous, less wispy and, may 
I say, far less annoying.
Th e band’s past use of simple 
acoustic guitar and breathy drum 
sounds are completely gone 
here, and have been replaced 
by every electric guitar sound 
there is, as if the six-stringers just 
got back from an eff ects pedal 
shopping spree. 
Th e drums violently boom 
and crash with the help of some 
studio tricks the band previously 
had avoided.
At times, the sound still has a 
gritt y, minimalist feel, with guitar 
distortion resulting in a grizzly 
fuzz and drum beats that don’t 
do much more than keep time.
For the most part, though, 
Wintersleep keeps up with the 
power-indie genre by using 
smooth-sounding techniques to 
create harmonious instrumen-
tation, sometimes fi lling the 
spectrum with enough sounds 
to remind listeners of the Dave 
Matt hews Band.
Th is album is impressively 
varied, evoking styles of many 
other bands throughout its 41 
minutes. 
“Oblivion” seems to have sto-
len the manic, driving force and 
twangy guitars of Modest Mouse. 
“Search Party” uses ethereal key-
board eff ects and vocals similar to 
those of Coldplay. 
And even the rising indie 
band Wolf Parade, known for an 
intentionally uncontrolled, out-
of-whack style, comes to mind on 
“Laser Beams.”
But with these comparisons 
come criticism. “Welcome to the 
Night Sky” shows a more epical 
eff ort, and with that come higher 
expectations — expectations 
that aren’t necessarily met. 
Th e endearing status of Win-
tersleep playing by their own 
rules, undeterred by current fads 
while using simple production, is 
no more. 
It’s not always a bad thing 
for a band to move forward, 
utilizing more of the latest 
tools music technology has 
to off er, and in this case they 
are used well at times, but it’s 
questionable whether the songs 
found here lend themselves to 
such treatment.
Th e album contains some 
songs that could make it to main-
stream rock radio and fi t in, but 
they probably wouldn’t stick out. 
Th e radio-friendly tracks 
sound like they are trying to be 
radio-friendly, rather than hap-
pening to contain special quali-
ties that would att ract the aver-
age listener.
In addition, the lyrics found 
here might not do it for a lyrics 
buff . Paul Murphy is sometimes 
unsuccessful at nestling his lyr-
ics in the music, squeezing words 
such as “premonition” in places 
they don’t fi t.
Th is record is strictly for peo-
ple who like this type of music, 
and people who like this type of 
music may already have enough 
of it in their collections.
Th ese criticisms are not 
much more than nitpicks on 
what is generally a strong, well-
laid-out recording. Any reason-
able indie fan should be able to 
get through it, and many will 
genuinely enjoy the emotion in 
the vocals and the intricately 
woven instrumention.
Wintersleep is certainly worth 
checking out, but I for one prefer 
the modest charm of their fi rst 
album. “Welcome to the Night 
Sky” will undoubtedly bring 
more existing Wintersleep fans 
to an already defi ned power-in-
die genre than fans of the genre 
to Wintersleep.
America is slowly becoming a 
police state through acts of sur-
veillance, torture, wire-tapping 
and abridgement of the freedom 
of speech — at least as far as Jo-
seph Sott ile’s documentary fi lm, 
“Th e Warning,” is concerned.
“If we do not undo the dam-
age that was done to the U.S. 
Constitution and the Bill of 
Rights in the last seven years … 
and we just sort of let it slide, 
that stuff  will be cemented 
for the next generation,” said 
Sott ile, who wrote, produced 
and directed the documentary 
for Truth to Power TV.
According to its Web site, 
Truth to Power TV produces 
“aggressive and independent 
media that asks questions the 
mainstream media ignores.”
Th e screening was co-
sponsored by SJSU’s history, 
political science, anthropol-
ogy and sociology departments 
on Tuesday evening in the 
Engineering Auditorium.
According to the fl ier for 
the screening, the documen-
tary “traces the dangerous path 
America has taken toward a new 
undemocratic form of govern-
ment with some startling simi-
larities to authoritarian regimes 
of the past.”
Th e documentary is led by 
fi ve authors: Robert Kennedy 
Jr., Naomi Wolf, Chris Hedges, 
Naomi Klein and Joe Conason.
“Something traumatic hap-
pened to us as a nation, and 
the media is trying to really 
portray some sort of a bad guy 
and is trying to put blame on 
something rather than our-
selves,” said Charisse Sare, a ju-
nior history major.
Naomi Wolf, one of the au-
thors in the fi lm, wrote a book 
titled “Th e End of America.” In 
the fi lm, she said that the war 
America is leading is an imagi-
nary war because it was declared 
on terror, not the terrorists.
Wolf added that the war is 
open-ended and global.
Th e authors featured said the 
Sept. 11 att acks have changed 
the nature of the presidency by 
giving the president unlimited 
presidential and war power.
Kennedy said America is try-
ing to lead as a world power but 
that its leadership does not know 
what goes on in the world.
Shana Bliss, a senior liberal 
studies major, said she credited 
the media with trying to dig 
deep and portray the news angles 
they want people to see, and that 
sometimes withholding the truth 
may be benefi cial to the public.
“Th e hope with Obama is that 
he will be more open, but I don’t 
think that the American public is 
ready to hear the honest reality 
of everything a government of-
fi cial has to do,” she said.
Conason, author of the book 
“It Can Happen Here,” said in 
the documentary that America 
needs a truth and reconciliation 
commission, so people can fi nd 
out how the country got into 
this war and to prevent it from 
happening in the future.
“Open every coffi  n and shine 
a light in it,” Wolf said.
Alexander Lamerla, a junior 
history major, said members 
of the media know more than 
they let on. Th e government 
keeps people from going into 
panic by withholding informa-
tion, he said.
Kennedy wrote a book called 
“Crimes Against Nature,” in 
which he says that Bush and his 
corporate pals are collapsing de-
mocracy.
“We need an informed public 
and we need an aggressive and 
independent press that’s willing 
to stand up and speak truth to 
power, and we no longer have 
that in the United States,” Ken-
nedy said in the movie.
He added that the number 
of investigative journalists has 
been declining and that they are 
the ones who expose things that 
go wrong.
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Film raises questions mainstream media are afraid to ask
CD REVIEW: WINTERSLEEP’S ‘WELCOME TO THE NIGHT SKY’
Wintersleep (from left to right) Loel Campbell, Paul Murphy, 
Tim D’Eon and Jud Haynes.  
Courtesy of Chris Smith
DAVID ZUGNONI
Executive Editor
With Wintersleep, less is more
People who like 
this type of music 
may already have 
enough of it in 
their collections.
“Open every 
coffi n and shine 
a light in it.”
NAOMI WOLF
Author of “The End of America”
BOTTOM ROW:
Naomi Klein and Chris 
Hedges, two authors 
featured in the Truth to 
Power TV documentary, 
“The Warning.”
TOP ROW:
Robert Kennedy Jr. 
and Naomi Wolf, two of 
the authors who appear 
in Joseph Sottile’s fi lm 
“The Warning.”
Kennedyʼs photo courtesy of Danie 
Schwen / Wolfʼs photo courtesy of Free 
Articulator
Kleinʼs photo courtesy of Left Jab Radio 
Hedgesʼ photo courtesy of Harvard 
University Gazette
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HOUSING
SJSU INTERNATIONAL HOUSE 
* One block from campus
* US and International Students
* Safe, Friendly, Homelike
* Intercultural Experience
* Wireless Internet Access
* Computer Lab/ Study Room
* Student Kitchen
* Assigned Parking (fees)
* One semester contract
Apply now! 360 S. 11th Street, 
924-6570 or sjsu.edu/ihouse 
EMPLOYMENT
JOIN THE ARMY Many Army re-
serve units offer the Education Ca-
reer Stabilization program, which 
allows deferment from mobilization 
and deployment - giving you an un-
interrupted path to complete your 
college degree. You can still take 
advantage of the Reserve’s train-
ing, career training, and all ben-
eﬁts. If you qualify, beneﬁts include 
tuition assistance in the form of the 
current GI Bill of $317 a month for 
full time students w/ an extra $100-
$350 “kicker” per month, tuition 
assistance ($4500 per academic 
year); student loan repayment up to 
$20,000, TRICARE Reserve health/ 
dental, space available travel, tax 
free/ discounted shopping on any 
base (to include groceries), retire-
ment and numerous other beneﬁts. 
Student must enroll as a full time 
(12 hrs or equivalent) or part time 
(6 hrs or equivalent) and maintain 
a 2.0. For more information to see 
if you are eligible, in San Jose call 
408-259-7185. 
ALMADEN VALLEY ATHLETIC 
CLUB seeking professional, self-
motivated and energetic individu-
als who demonstrate excellence in 
customer service for the following 
positions: member services desk, 
cafe service, personal trainer, swim 
teacher, child care provider, tennis 
instructor. Please forward your re-
sume to Stephanie at smudgett@
avac.us. 
AFTER 
SCHOOL 
TEACHERS
K-8th private school seeks respon-
sible individuals for extended day-
care, P/ T in the afternoon (2:30-
6pm M-F). No ECE units required. 
Previous experience with children 
a must. Please call 248-2464. 
(408)244-1968 (408)244-1968
SPERM DONORS NEEDED Earn 
up to $1200/month. California 
Cryobank is seeking healthy males 
for its sperm donor program. Apply 
online at www.spermbank.com 
DRIVERS WANTED Drivers want-
ed to transport and operate clean-
ing equipment. Flexible hrs. Span-
ish req. $11/ hr+ DOE. Please call 
(408) 330-9350. 
 
FREELANCER NEEDED for pro-
motions. Must be computer savvy. 
Looking for internet advertising to 
help promote personal business 
endeavors. For more information 
please call Norman at (408) 329-
3910. 
ATTENTION: SJSU STUDENTS 
WORK DURING WINTER BREAK
* PART-TIME OPENINGS
*17.70 BASE-appt
Vector, the company for students, 
has part-time openings available 
for customer sales/ service. The 
positions offer numerous unique 
beneﬁts for students:
* HIGH STARTING PAY
* FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES
* Continue P/ T Spring semester 
*Internships possible
* All majors may apply
* Scholarships awarded annually
* Some conditions apply 
-*No experience necessary
* Training provided
Our organization has experienced 
a 54% growth rate in 2008! Inter-
view now, start after ﬁnals. 
San Jose 408 866-1100
Monterey 831 372-1771 
Mtn View 650 940-9400 
San Mateo 650 212-1211
San Fransco 415 239-9520
Fremont 510 790-2100
Oakland 510 251-9002 
Walnut Crk 925 939-4636
Santa Rosa 707 586-1636
www.workforstudents.com/ sjsu
EARN EXTRA MONEY 
Students needed ASAP
Earn up to $150 per day being a 
mystery shopper
No Experience Required
Call 1-800-722-4791
SERVICES
FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL 
REPAIR Laptop & Parts Repair 
PC Data Recovery Remove Vi-
rus Rental Trade Laptop & Parts 
(408)469-5999 
VOLUNTEERS
YWCA-SV Volunteer For Project 
Inspire After School Program. -Be a 
tutor or a mentor! -Make a difference 
at James Lick, Yerba Buena, Over-
felt, or Andrew Hill High School. In-
terested candidates please contact: 
Carolina Avalos, Volunteer Coordi-
nator, at (408) 510-4281 or cava-
los@ywca-sv.org 
DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services advertised 
below nor is there any guarantee implied.  The classified columns of the 
Spartan Daily consist of paid advertising and offers are not approved 
or verified by the newspaper. Certain advertisements in these columns 
may refer the reader to specific telephone numbers or addresses for 
additional information.  Classified readers should be reminded that, 
when making these further contacts, they should require complete 
information before sending money for goods or services.  In addition, 
readers should carefully investigate all firms offering employment 
listings or coupons for discount vacations or merchandise.
 
Need a Roommate?
Need a Job?
Need a Roommate with a Job?
Spartan Daily Classiﬁeds
 Classiﬁeds
CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION
Each line averages 25 spaces.  
Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and space is formatted into an 
ad line.  
The first line will be set in bold type and upper case for no extra 
charge up to 20 spaces.  
A minimum of three lines is required. 
Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-weekdays prior to publication.
MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS:   1          2         3          4
RATE:  $10.00  $15.00  $20.00  $25.00 
$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD LINE. 
$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.
 • RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY.  •ALL ADS ARE PREPAID.  
• NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.
Classifieds may be placed online at www.thespartandaily.com under “Ad Info”
FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount.  
Ads must be placed in person in DBH 209 from 10 AM or 3PM.  
STUDENT ID REQUIRED.  
Rate applies to student’s individual ads only.  Not intended for businesses and/or other persons. 
Frequency discount does not apply.
www.thespartandaily.com
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Deep into a man's 
bottomless pocket
In the Dec. 2 issue, Chris 
Bausinger speaks in his article 
“Journey to the center of a wom-
an’s purse,” about a woman and 
her purse. Why do they have 
oversized bags? 
Th e answer is because they 
need it or it has been forgott en. 
Besides, those big purses that 
they carry around prove to be 
handy throughout the day. 
Th ose used chewing gum 
wrappers that were dumped and 
forgott en in the very bott om of 
the purse can be used for the cur-
rent chewed gum that we want to 
throw away. 
Women want to be prepared 
for the unexpected so they may 
carry around a million things in 
their bags.
Who is to say that men do not 
do the same thing? Men are just 
as bad as women. I have had guy 
friends who carry around just as 
much useless things in their bot-
tomless pockets as women do in 
their bags. 
For example, why must they 
bring lighters and pocket knives 
when they are obviously not 
going to kill someone or are 
smokers. 
Carrying a pencil, a pen, and 
a highlighter in their pockets 
is fi ne, but why take 10 of each 
when you do not need them?
 What else can fi t inside of 
those bott omless pockets? 
According to my friend, he 
carries lotion, a water bott le, 
wallet, a key chain, cell phone, 
hand sanitizer, and sticks of 
gum.
We all say the same thing, 
“We just want to be prepared!” 
Both men and woman do not 
leave the house without taking 
their necessities. 
Th e only diff erence is that 
women take their oversized 
purses because they just do not 
have the oversized pockets that 
men have.
-Jean Marie Garcia
nutrition major
Registering for classes
Well, it’s that time again. Just 
as we are nearing the end of this 
semester, so begins the struggle 
for classes. 
I mean seriously now, who 
has tried to sign up for classes 
recently and noticed that what’s 
left  are all the classes at 7 a.m. or 
6 p.m.?
 Th ere must be a bett er way 
to organize classes. Why even of-
fer those classes at seven in the 
morning when they end up be-
ing cancelled because there are 
not enough students enrolled? 
For those who had to wait un-
til Nov. 26 to register for classes 
know what I am talking about. 
Some of my friends were at 
home on Nov. 26 just waiting for 
1:40 p.m. so they could instantly 
get ahead of the pack and get the 
classes they wanted. 
But wait, guess what hap-
pened? Yep, a whole lot of sit-
ting there waiting for the page 
to load.
At a university that thousands 
att end, you’d expect them to have 
a decent server. 
It took me about 10 minutes 
to sign into MySJSU and then 
there’s another fi ve to 10 minutes 
until you can fi nally navigate to 
“add a class.” 
I just wanted to know which 
class my friend was taking to see 
if I could get in the same class 
as her. 
It took her about half an hour 
just to get signed in, and by the 
time she actually got to “my class 
schedule” and gave me the class 
number to her English 1B class, 
the class was already full and I’m 
third on the waiting list.
Comcast commercials com-
pare DSL speeds to that of a tor-
toise; yet, ironically, my Comcast 
connection is limited to that of a 
snail’s pace on that site. Th is can 
only get bett er.
-Anthony Gong
aviation major
Mickey's rights
In the article “It’s time to share 
the mouse with the small world,” 
Angelo Lanham writes about 
why he thinks the copyrights for 
certain characters such as Mick-
ey Mouse and Superman should 
be released, so other people can 
enjoy the wealth if they choose 
to do so. 
I could not disagree with 
that more. Why on earth should 
someone else be able to make a 
profi t off  of someone else’s idea? 
Th at just seems immoral to me.
In my opinion, copyrights are 
the best things since La Victoria. 
A copyright allows you to come 
up with an idea or invent some-
thing without the fear of some-
one stealing it from you. 
If Walt Disney lost his copy-
right for Mickey Mouse, I could 
only imagine what would hap-
pen. Th ere would be millions 
of bootleg, generic versions of 
Mickey running around every-
where. Mickey would completely 
lose his value if there were others 
out there trying to imitate him.
Th ere is only one true Mickey 
and one true creator, Walt Dis-
ney. Everyone else should come 
up with their own ideas. 
Aft er all, how would you feel 
if you came up with an idea 
worth millions and millions of 
dollars and someone came and 
stole your idea?
-Nicole Luna-Pickens
Carrying a 
pencil, a pen and a 
highlighter in their 
pockets is fi ne, 
but why take 10 of 
each when you do 
not need them?
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When I was in high school, I always 
thought that having a boyfriend and 
friends could only fulfi ll my life and 
happiness.
But, aft er four years of studying and 
learning in America, I’m coming to real-
ize that it’s not true.
My mom always told me, “Boy-
friends will betray you, but education 
never does.” 
She never really told me to study hard 
or anything, but that was the phrase she 
always repeated to me and my sisters.
My mom has a bitt er memory of her 
college relationship. She says she was 
so crazy in love with her fi rst boyfriend 
that she neglected her education while 
in college. 
Having studied German her entire 
college career, she now only remem-
bers one phrase: “Ich liebe dich,” which 
translates as “I love you” in English. 
When her boyfriend dumped her aft er 
four years, she says she had nothing but 
misery and regrets.
I never studied seriously in high 
school. I skipped classes all the time, 
lying to my teacher to get out of school 
early and go shopping or to a movie with 
my friends. I didn’t go to school when 
I was broken-hearted.
I sometimes feel that the main rea-
sons I chose to come to America was to 
avoid college examinations and to avoid 
studying for more than a year to get in-
to college. 
In Japan, the last year of high school 
is hell, a time of studying every day and 
reviewing everything you learned dur-
ing the past years.
I had so much fun in high school. No 
regrets, only nice memories.
I knew, maybe only as an idea, that 
education was important. But I didn’t 
really value it until I came here.
Being an international student in an 
American college is not cheap. Aft er 
calculating by myself and discovering 
that each of my classes cost about $200, 
I promised myself that I’d not miss even 
one class unless I’m sick. Skipping a class 
means fl ushing $200 down the toilet. Al-
though I’m not the best daughter, I can’t 
do that to my parents.
Education is learning, and learning 
is gaining new knowledge. I never knew 
that learning something new could 
mean this much to me to the point that 
I’m writing about it.
Learning is not just going to school 
or doing your assignments, but get-
ting something out of them. Maybe it’s 
just living.
I guess what fascinates me about 
learning new things is that sometimes 
new knowledge gives you a whole diff er-
ent point of view of something.
New information becomes part of you.
Of course, I need friends and it’s even 
bett er if I have a boyfriend. But I need 
to have myself before them. Friends and 
a boyfriend don’t defi ne me, but what 
I know and my perceptions of things 
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QUOTE OF THE DAY
“Take a minute to think about it, and 
then guess.”
The Red Queen
In Lewis Carroll’s “Through 
the Looking Glass.”
“Do you know the way to San 
Jose?” cooed Dionne Warwick in her 
1968 hit.
Well, do you?
It all depends on who you ask and 
that particular person’s starting point. 
In my case, I spent the fi rst 20 years of 
my life in the Sacramento region, right 
up until I was a community college stu-
dent who planned on making the big 
transition to a four-year university.
I had choices ahead of me, and boy, 
can I be indecisive. Eventually I ended 
up selecting San Jose, a city that I had 
never been to before.
San Jose State University: It was dif-
ferent, it was new and it was big — then 
again, I felt the same way about my high 
school campus when I was a freshman. 
At the same time, though, there was 
something familiar about this new lo-
cale, this 10th largest city in the United 
States and, according to statistics, one 
of the country’s safest for its size.
Perhaps it was the sunny weather. 
Perhaps it was the diversity of people 
and cultures. Perhaps it was the percep-
tion that both San Jose and Sacramento 
seemed to be in the shadows of other, 
more prominent cities, such as “Th e 
City” — San Francisco. 
Whatever the case, it was like home. 
OK, maybe there was some level of 
awkwardness as I eased into my new 
sett ing. Th at, combined with living 
away from home for the fi rst time, only 
seemed to exacerbate the situation. 
Visits back to my “real home” were a 
refuge that I took advantage of at every 
chance I got, which was prett y much on 
a monthly basis.
It took three semesters until 
I ventured outside of the down-
town area, fi nally using the public 
transportation system and my Eco 
Pass sticker.
During my fi rst couple of semes-
ters, life was prett y much school, dorm 
room and school again. I’m here to get 
an education, right? Wasn’t this just a 
pit stop to that cap and gown?
I didn’t feel any degree of connection 
to the community until a few months 
into my fi rst semester when I volun-
teered as a reading tutor at a nearby el-
ementary school. It was a baby step. 
Th en during my third semester, 
there were two major changes: I moved 
into the International House, a dor-
mitory one block away from campus 
for American and international stu-
dents, and I became part of the Spartan 
Daily staff . 
I can’t pinpoint the exact time, that 
“ah-ha” moment. What I can say is that 
not only did I fi nally really adapt to 
my new surroundings, I made myself 
a second home in a new city. I began 
making connections with people from 
literally all over the world and became 
more aware of what was happening on 
campus.
Perhaps that was the key to accept-
ing my choice: the people and the 
memories I have made with them. 
San Jose State University: It is com-
fortable, it is familiar and it is no longer 
as big as it once seemed.
But now, it’s that time again: Choic-
es are ahead of me. Th ere are at least 
two diff erent paths to take into my 
future.
While the Robert Frost poem, “Th e 
Road Not Taken,” is a favorite of mine, 
being a traveler faced with two diver-
gent roads, even in the metaphorical 
sense, is not a place that I want to be.
Still, here I am with another deci-
sion to be made: a choice between two 
diff erent graduate programs at two 
diff erent universities that have accept-
ed me. 
What is especially fi tt ing about this 
situation is the locations of the schools: 
San Jose and Sacramento.  
Yes, there are defi nitely diff er-
ent ways to San Jose, just as there are 
diff erent ways to experience one’s col-
lege years.
San Jose has become much more 
than a place where I get that diploma, 
proof to employers that I stuck with 
something and worked through it.
It is proof for myself that I experi-
enced growth and change. Wherever 
I end up going next semester, I know 
that I can make it.
This is the last appearance of “Subtly 
Obvious.” Sarah Kyo is a Spartan Daily 
copy editor.
Should I stay or should I go now?
SARAH
KYO
SUBTLY 
OBVIOUS
San Jose State 
University: It was 
different, it was 
new and it was big.
A crash course lesson in life
Caution: Th is is about to be 
all sugar, no spice and everything 
nice. If you are anthropophobic, 
I would suggest you stop here because 
things are about to get up close and 
personal.
We all hug. We hug our friends, 
family and even our enemies.
A hug can tell a lot about a person, 
a lot about the situation. 
Th ere is something bold yet sweet 
about this greeting consisting of 
body contact. But don’t get too ex-
cited about just any hug — it has the 
potential to mean something entirely 
diff erent than you think.
First, there is what I know of 
as the “shuffl  e hug.” I was actually 
taught about this in my very conser-
vative private high school to protect 
me from the sin of premarital body 
contact.
When someone from the oppo-
site sex comes in for a full-on hug, 
the wary recipient is to shuffl  e to the 
side at the last moment before con-
tact and place a safe and “un-sinful” 
arm around the other person. 
I hate this hug. I consider it a per-
sonal insult to have my hug defl ected 
by a shuffl  e. I would rather toss up a 
high fi ve, throw out a handshake or 
even endure a pathetic pat on the 
back, than a shuffl  e. I feel the only 
appropriate time for a shuffl  e hug is 
when your creepy uncle is trying to 
get too comfy with you.
Th e second type of hug happens 
when the shuffl  e technique is not 
possible and we don’t like the person 
giving the hug. 
So, to prevent the close body con-
tact with this unpreferred giver, we 
lean our rounded shoulders really 
far in and push our butt  far out. Th e 
expanse between your bodies speaks 
volumes about your lack of feelings 
for the person.
Oft en partnered with this hug is 
the good ol’ pat on the back. Usu-
ally the pat is to signal the end of the 
unwanted contact. But be careful 
when patt ing because your dislike can 
be refl ected through the strength of 
the pat.
I love to hug. I hug almost every-
one I know and sometimes people I 
don’t. I prefer a hug with full body 
contact. Sometimes my arms are oc-
cupied and only one is able to com-
mit to the hug. I give my entire body 
to the hug — leaving nothing behind 
or unsaid.
Hugs are even perfect for guys 
lacking the talent of expressing them-
selves using their words. Th e guys 
of HBO’s “Entourage” lose none of 
their masculinity in the famous “let’s 
hug it out, bitch” scene.
Hugs are an important means of 
contact between people.
One day, when I was in a terrible 
mood, a wise man once told me that 
I needed to hug at least 10 people to 
feel bett er.
And he was right.
Aft er 10 genuine hugs, I was in 
a drastically bett er mood. To sup-
port his 10-hug theory, studies have 
been done concluding how impor-
tant touch and body contact is to our 
emotional and physical health.
Dr. Maoshing Ni, a doctor and 
author who writes for Yahoo! Health, 
said human touch increases the pro-
duction of endorphins and growth 
hormones and lengthens your life 
span by reducing stress.
Doctors at the University of North 
Carolina concluded that hugging re-
duces blood pressure and increases 
levels of oxytocin — a relaxing hor-
mone with the capability to make or-
gasms bett er.
So I encourage you to reach out 
and touch, snuggle and canoodle 
with someone (who is willing). In-
vade their personal bubble and hug 
them (no shuffl  es or butt -outs). 
Chances are both of you will feel bet-
ter for it.
ALLIE
FIGURES
When there is a doubt,
it’s best to hug it out
Hugs are even perfect 
for guys lacking the 
talent of expressing 
themselves using their 
words.
Allie Figures is a Spartan Daily 
staff writer.
EXCLUSIVELY ONLINE 
TOMMY
WRIGHT
WRIGHT ON 
THE LEFT
RIE
NAKANISHI
based on the knowledge I’ve gained do.
Learning helps you establish your 
core, one strong belief that’s never shak-
en on which you base your opinions 
and ideas.
Learning is not the only resource for 
building your core — you need experi-
ences too. 
I’m 24, and I’m now fi nally coming to 
understand what my mom had been tell-
ing me repeatedly.
As long as you have yourself, the core, 
you are not going to spend a month cry-
ing for a boyfriend or girlfriend who is 
not going to come back to you.
You can always move on, as long as 
you have you.
Rie Nakanishi is a Spartan Daily 
staff writer.
My mom always told 
me, “Boyfriends will 
betray you, but 
education never does.” 
America needs a new 
civil rights movement. 
This is the last appearance 
of "Wright on the Left."  
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Th ink the Flintstones meet 
the Jetsons.
Aft er 40 years of challenging 
universities to create a marketable 
human-powered automobile, the 
Society of Mechanical Engineers 
has yet to reach its goal.
Imagine a vehicle with an 
electric motor, four solar panels 
and eight eco-friendly batt eries 
att ached to a custom frame with 
two sets of power-generating 
foot pedals.
“I asked myself, ‘Why not?’” 
said Tai-Ran Hsu, a professor of 
mechanical and aerospace en-
gineering. “Using solely human 
power isn’t practical enough for 
today’s society.” 
Hsu’s answer to the 40-year-
old question is a collision between 
green and human-powered tech-
nologies. Th e result is a new class 
of energy-effi  cient automobile 
destined to get consumers’ feet 
pumping away from gas stations.  
“You can’t go on the freeway, 
but you don’t need gas,” said 
Yusuf Ali, a mechanical engineer-
ing graduate student.
Th e student-designed zero-
emissions vehicle, dubbed ZEM, 
incorporates a pedaling system 
that initiates movement and gen-
erates storable power, as well as 
solar and electrical systems to 
back up the human element.
“It’s based on human power 
and sustainability for the envi-
ronment,” said Hsu, who helped 
lead the project. 
Th e ZEM vehicle moves at 
lower speeds when using the 
pedal- and solar-powered sys-
tems, and drives up to 35 mph 
when the electric motor is en-
gaged, Hsu said. 
DESIGNING THE FUTURE
Th e hybrid human-powered 
car is the fi nal product of a three-
year research, design and construc-
tion venture undertaken by me-
chanical and electrical engineering 
students for their senior projects.
Th e project went through 
three phases, Hsu said. Th e fi rst 
phase was the design and con-
struction of a single-seat, three-
wheel, solar- and human-pow-
ered vehicle, now referred to as 
the mini-ZEM. Th e second phase 
consisted solely of the design 
of the two-seat, dual-pedaled 
ZEM model. 
It won the $15,000 fi rst prize 
at the 2007 “Idea-to-Product 
Competition” held at Purdue 
University. Th e third phase was 
the construction of the award-
winning design. 
“It looks bulky, but it is really 
easy to drive,” said Reena Obe-
diah, a senior mechanical engi-
neering student working on the 
project. “I was impressed by how 
smooth the pedaling was.” 
URBAN USAGE
Hsu said that ZEM isn’t in-
tended to replace all vehicles. In-
stead, it’s meant to relieve heavy 
traffi  c congestion within cities 
and provide a greener option for 
off -street locations such as cam-
puses and resorts.    
“It is a great value for urban 
commuting,” Hsu said. “Even 
more for light duty work, like for 
the post offi  ce or UPS.”
Th e ideal consumers are target-
ed as people living in highly popu-
lated areas in industrialized and 
developing countries, Hsu said. 
“Congested urban cities in 
developing countries have big 
ecological footprints,” Hsu said. 
“Th e (ZEM) would mitigate 
their use of sustainable vehicles.”
Obediah, the project manager 
for the steering and breaking sys-
tems, added that the ZEM could 
be used in numerous locales.
“It would be great on college 
campuses, for maintenance crews, 
convention centers — even hotels 
and golf courses,” she said.
Even if pedaling a motorized 
vehicle may be construed as ex-
tra work, it doesn’t mean that 
work crews are against the idea. 
“I like going green,” said Le-
roy Barnett , an SJSU building 
services engineer. “When it’s 
practical and functional, I can get 
with it. But sometimes green can 
cost you money.”
Hsu said the ZEM vehicle is 
developed to be aff ordable for 
everyone. It can be mass pro-
duced for a retail price of around 
$4,000 with very litt le mainte-
nance needed, he added.
“I wonder how people will tran-
sition to it,” said Lauren Caldwell, 
a senior kinesiology major. “It’s an 
interesting idea, but I don’t know if 
people are ready for it.”
Yolanda Torres-Kirkpatrick, 
a junior environmental studies 
major, said that in the develop-
ing world, the vehicle might be 
more utilized.
“You see what they can do 
with just a bicycle,” she said. 
“Imagine what they can do with 
something like this.” 
Unlike other electric automo-
biles, the pedal system off ers one 
feature that is expected to keep it 
on the road. 
“With the pedals, you will 
never get stuck,” Hsu said. “If you 
run out of power, you can always 
pedal home.”
Hsu pointed out another ben-
efi t of the unique pedal system: 
physical activity. 
“If you’re in a congested street, 
you might as well get some exer-
cise,” he said.
TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATION
Th e ZEM is the fi rst vehicle 
powered by human, solar and 
electric energy, according to the 
team’s Web site. 
Th e vehicle also utilizes in-
dustry-leading, solar-generation 
panels and locally designed, eco-
friendly batt eries. Th e team chose 
sponsors that complemented its 
environmentally conscious ideas. 
SunPower Corporation of 
San Jose provided the team with 
four solar panels. Th e ZEM has a 
real-world rating of 18 percent, 
meaning 18 percent of the en-
ergy absorbed can be used. 
Hsu said that solar-powered 
vehicles are becoming realistic 
options because the technology is 
improving. 
“It’s gett ing bett er. Conver-
sion rates were 10 percent. Now 
they’re 21,” Hsu said. “Th at can 
be doubled in 10 years, and that 
would supply half of the power 
needed to drive the vehicle.”
Clean Batt ery Technologies 
Inc. of Santa Clara provided eight 
12-volt batt eries used in the vehi-
cle. Th e company recently devel-
oped silicone-based batt eries that 
do not use sulfuric acid, which is 
present in the environmentally 
hazardous batt eries used in main-
stream hybrids, such as Toyota’s 
popular Prius hybrid. 
Ali noted that when most bat-
teries drain down to a certain 
level, they can never be fully 
charged again. 
“Th e batt eries work really 
good,” Ali said. “One of the bat-
teries was drained and it went 
back to a full charge.”
GREEN OBJECTIVE
Th e objective of the project 
was to produce a marketable hu-
man-powered vehicle that would 
att ract investors and provide stu-
dents with vital, real-world expe-
rience, Hsu said. 
Th e ZEM team had to make 
sure the parts fi t the right way and 
procure the best price possible.
“As a team, we collaborated 
with people and companies, deal-
ing with diff erent vendors for all 
the litt le stuff  and custom parts,” 
Obediah said.
She said the team worked with 
eight companies just in Northern 
California.
While the patent for the ZEM 
is still pending, the vehicle’s de-
sign may suit even the most eco-
savvy buyer. Th e patent covers six 
aspects of the vehicle, including 
the ZEM’s original electrical sys-
tem and transmission. 
Th e engineering department 
is set to reveal a commercial-
grade prototype of the ZEM in a 
celebration on Dec. 5. 
“We welcome any commercial 
interest,” Hsu said. 
SUSTAINABLE AWARDS
Professor Hsu and undergrad 
Obediah, who has spent more time 
on the project than any other stu-
dent, will be honored at the Dec. 9 
San Jose City Council meeting. 
Th ey are expected to receive 
an award from Mayor Chuck 
Reed on behalf of the SJSU Col-
lege of Engineering for its work 
on the ZEM vehicle. 
“I’m very excited,” Obediah 
said. “But I’m not exactly sure 
what it’s about.”
“It’s a good idea,” said Katie 
Doyle, a senior communications 
major. “But I don’t think some 
people will get it or want to use it.”
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